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influences were, first, that her mother had died when she was
about six years of age, after a long and severe illness in which the
home had become disorderly and unhappy. The child felt
herself responsible for all these distressing happenings, especially
as they followed upon her jealousy at the birth of a younger sister
when she was about three years of age. Below this were many
earlier anxieties connected with her love of her mother, her fear
of her desire for her mother's exclusive love and attention and
thus of the envy and hatred of her older brothers and sisters;
and her still earlier anxiety that her own love and desire had
damaged the mother's breast by its greedy quality.
In one short lecture I cannot hope to have made all these
points or examples clear and convincing to you. It is only
possible to hint at the complexities which may be behind this
type of troublesome behaviour in children. One point, I hope,
you will have realised; we are not justified in blaming the parents
wholly for all the defiance and rebellion or other difficulties of
their children. Sometimes the parents are at fault and circum-
stances or methods of dealing with the children need to be
changed. But the complexities of human nature itself set
bounds to our hopes and aims and may make our children
difficult even when we have the best will in the world towards
them. Not all our human wisdom and good will can avoid the
conflict which arises inherently in the child's early and imagin-
ative life. To understand this conflict a little further is surely
a help to tolerating their difficulties; this understanding may not
only ease the guilt of parents towards their children, but may
enable them to deal more wisely with temporary troubles, and
thus lessen the risk of rebellion and defiance turning into settled
attitudes.